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a. As used in this section, the term “nursing home” or “facility” means any nursing home
as defined in § 68-11-201.

b. No later than August 1, 2004, any nursing home that is not fully sprinklered as of May
3, 2004, must provide a smoke alarm or smcke detector, or both, in each patient
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room, which may be a single-station smoke alarm that is powered by battery or
electrical current, or a series of smoke detectors that are connected together and have
a central fire alarm panel, or any combination thereof.

c¢. Any nursing home that is not fully sprinklered as of May 3, 2004, must submit to the
department of health a sprinkler plan for the full sprinklering of the facility.

1. If the facility provides patient care above the ground floor, the facility must
submit the sprinkler plan no later than November 3, 2004.

2, If the facility provides patient care only on the ground floor, the facility must
submit the sprinkler plan no later than April 3, 2005.

d. A facility not fully sprinklered as of May 3, 2004, may choose to completely replace
the facility as an alternative to complying with subsection (c). If the facility elects to
do so, it must submit to the board a letter stating its intent to replace the facility and
estimating the completion dates for the request for a certificate of need,
commencement of construction of the facility, and licensure of the facility. This letter
must be submitted to the board within the time frame in either subdivision (c)(1) or
(c)(2) that would otherwise apply to the facility.

e. Any facility that has submitted a sprinkler plan to the department prior to May 3,
2004, shall not be required to resubmit its plans.

f. The department of health must review and approve or disapprove any sprinkler plan
for a nursing home within thirty (30) days of the plan being submitted by or on behalf
of the nursing home. Any sprinkler plan for a nursing home submitted prior to July 1,

2004, must be reviewed and approved or dizapproved by the department no later
than August 1, 2004.

g. If the department disapproves a sprinkler plan submitted by or on behalf of a nursing
home, that nursing home or the nursing home's contractor shall promptly resubmit
the plan with any needed corrections or clarifying information. Once resubmitted, the
department of health must review and approve or disapprove of the plan no later than
thirty (30) days after the plan is resubmitted.

https:/flaw.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2021/title-68/chapter-11/part-2/section-68-11-235/#:~:text=At least once per year,fire safety of the facility. 2/4



: 12/20/23, 5:32 AM Tennessee Code § 68-11-235 (2021) - Fire Safety in Nursing Homes — Sprinkler Plans — Compliance Dates — New Facilities ...

h. A licensed nursing home that is not fully sprinklered as of July 1, 2004, shall become
fully sprinklered in accordance with the following compliance dates:

1. If the facility provides patient care above or below the ground floor, the facility
must complete installation of sprinklers within twelve (12) months from July 1,
2004, or twelve (12) months from the cate of approval of its sprinkler plan,
whichever is later.

2, If the facility provides patient care only on the ground floor, the facility must
complete installation of sprinklers within eighteen (18) months from July 1,
2004, or eighteen (18) months from the date of approval of its sprinkler plan,
whichever is later.

3. A facility may request that the department extend its timeframe for installation
of sprinklers, if the water service supplied by the local water utility or
municipality is insufficient to operate the sprinkler system.

i. A facility not fully sprinklered by July 1, 2004, may choose to completely replace the
facility as an alternative to complying with subsection (h). If the facility elects to do
so, the new facility must be approved by the health services and development agency,
must be constructed according to building p'ans that have been approved by the
department of health, and must be in construction beyond the footing stage no later
than three (3) years after July 1, 2004.

j. On and after July 1, 2004, the department of health shall not issue a license to any
new facility, unless that facility is fully sprinklered and provides a smoke alarm or
smoke detector, or both, in each patient room prior to licensure. The smoke alarms or
detectors may be single-station alarms that are powered by battery or electrical
current, or a series of smoke detectors that are connected together and have a central
fire alarm panel, or any combination thereof.

k. Failure to comply with this section shall be grounds for discipline or licensure action,
or both, by the board pursuant to § 68-11-2¢7(a), (c) and (d). Any facility that fails to
comply with the requirements and timeframes of this section may be required to
appear before the board to explain its noncompliance.
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?k 1. At least once per year, each licensed nursing home shall coordinate a fire drill with its ¥
local fire department. The local fire department shall observe the fire drill and
provide input to the facility relative to the fire safety of the facility.

m. For medicaid-certified facilities that install the required sprinkler and smoke detector
systems after July 1, 2004, the cost of such installation shall be reimbursed over a
five-year period beginning after the installat‘onis complete and based on the facility's
medicaid cost ratio as computed by the comptroller of the treasury. The costs of such
installation shall not be included in the facility's medicaid rate calculations, but shall
be reimbursed in addition to each facility's medicaid per diem rate and not subject to
the medicaid maximum rate.

n. For medicaid-certified facilities that installed sprinkler systems between August 1994
and July 1, 2004, the cost of such installation shall be reimbursed over a five-year
period beginning July 1, 2004, based on the {acility's medicaid cost ratio as computed
by the comptroller of the treasury. The cost reimbursed over the five-year period will
be calculated as total installation cost minus any depreciation cost for the sprinkler
system the facility has claimed on medicaid cost reports prior to July 1, 2004. The
costs of such installation shall not be included in the facility's medicaid rate
calculations, but shall be reimbursed in addition to each facility's medicaid per diem
rate and not subject to the medicaid maximum rate.

0. This section shall control to the extent that any existing law is in conflict with this
section.

Disclaimer: These codes may not be the most recent version. Tennessee may have more current or
accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantzes about the accuracy, completeness, or
adequacy of the information contained on this site or the information linked to on the state site. Please
check official sources.

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.
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a. The term “facility” as used in this section means any assisted-care living facility, as
that term is defined in § 68-11-201.

b. No later than one hundred twenty (120) days after July 1, 2004, any licensed facility
that is not fully sprinklered as of July 1, 2004, must provide electronically operated
smoke detectors with battery back-up power operating at all times in, at least, sleeping
rooms, day rooms, corridors, laundry rooms, and any other hazardous areas.

c. Any facility that is not fully sprinklered as of July 1, 2004, must submit to the
department of health a sprinkler plan for the full sprinklering of the facility.

1. If the facility provides resident care above the ground floor, the facility must
submit the sprinkler plan no later than six (6) months from July 1, 2004.

2. If the facility provides resident care only on the ground floor, the facility must
submit the sprinkler plan no later than eleven (11) months from July 1, 2004.

3. Any facility that submitted a sprinkler plan to the department prior to July 1,
2004, shall not be required to resubmit its plan.

d. The department of health must review and approve or disapprove any sprinkler plan
for a facility within thirty (30) days of the plan being submitted by or on behalf of the
facility. Any sprinkler plan for a facility submitted prior to July 1, 2004, must be
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reviewed and approved or disapproved by the department no later than August 1,
2004.

If the department disapproves a sprinkler plan submitted by or on behalf of a facility,
that facility or the facility's contractor shall promptly resubmit the plan with any
needed corrections or clarifying information. Once resubmitted, the department of
health must review and approve or disapprove of the plan no later than thirty (30)
days after the plan is resubmitted.

f. A licensed facility that is not fully sprinklered as of July 1, 2004, shall become fully

g.

h.

sprinklered in accordance with the following compliance dates:

1. If the facility provides resident care above or below the ground floor, the facility
must complete installation of sprinklers within twelve (12) months from July 1,
2004, or twelve (12) months from the date of approval of its sprinkler plan,
whichever is later.

2, If the facility provides resident care only on the ground floor, the facility must
complete installation of sprinklers within eighteen (18) months from July 1,

2004, or eighteen (18) months from the date of approval of its sprinkler pian,
whichever is later.

3. A facility may request that the department extend its timeframe for installation
of sprinklers, if the water service supplied by the local water utility or
municipality is insufficient to operate the sprinkler system.

A facility not fully sprinklered as of July 1, 2004, may choose to completely replace the
facility as an alternative to complying with subsection (f). If the facility elects to do so,
the new facility must be constructed according to building plans that have been
approved by the department of health, and must be in construction beyond the footing
stage no later than three (3) years after July 1, 2004.

On and after July 1, 2004, the department of health shall not issue a license to any
new facility, unless that facility is fully sprinklered and provides a smoke detector in
each resident room prior to licensure.

. Failure to comply with this section shall be grounds for discipline or licensure action,

or both, by the board pursuant to § 68-11-207. Any facility that fails to comply with
the requirements and timeframes of this section may be required to appear before the
board to explain its noncompliance.

j. At least once per year, each licensed facility shall coordinate a fire drill with its local %

fire department. The local fire department shall observe the fire drill and provide
input to the facility relative to the fire safety of the facility.

. This section shall control to the extent that any existing law is in conflict with this

section.



