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What is the Blood Emergency Readiness Corps (BERC)?

BERC is a group of blood centers across the nation who have committed to joining together to be
prepared for disasters that may strike. These blood centers have committed to collecting extra units
on a rotating “on call” schedule to create an available supply of blood for emergency needs.

Why is BERC needed?

In many disasters and critical-need scenarios — like a mass shooting, natural disaster, or large-scale
car crash — much blood is needed immediately. Most blood centers don’t have enough blood on their
shelves to handle these types of disasters and are forced to request blood units from neighboring
blood collectors. By creating BERC, blood will be ready and available if needed, without delays or
uncertainty.

How is BERC activated?

e Only the responding blood center can request BERC activation.
o The blood center will receive updates and requests from the responding hospitals.
o Because the blood center has inventory information, only the blood center can request
activation.
o Hospitals, RMCC, KETHC, or other entities cannot directly activate BERC, but can contact
MEDIC to see if BERC activation is warranted.
e The blood center leadership will make the request to BERC leadership to activate.
e Blood center staff will calculate inventory levels and determine if assistance is necessary.
e Blood center staff will also reach out to regional blood centers for immediate needs and
assistance.
o Those blood centers can have products to MEDIC within 90 minutes to 2 hours.
e Once activated, responding blood centers will package products and ship to MEDIC
immediately.






